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Why is history so important?

Because human nature does NOT 
change



Dedication



Stefan Grimm
(1963–2014)

Who killed himself
when he was a Professor
at Imperial College London
because he was severely
bullied by management



Stefan Grimm
(1963–2014)

Before he killed himself
he had been a witness
to my own persecution
as a whistleblower and 
I hold so far unpublished 
correspondence where
he refers to that



I was suspended by

for reporting (!) fraud

To distance myself from this management at Imperial College London 
I closed the University Department of Neuropathology I had founded and 
resigned to win a whistleblowing case the following year

Credit: Wikipedia



Credit: Guardian

He was the
Rector (VC)
at the time
who formally 
lost the 
whistleblowing
case against me



Case number of the whistleblowing case against Imperial College:

Ruling by the London Employment Tribunals, case of 
Professor M Graeber v. Imperial College of Science, 
Technology and Medicine (Case Number 2202785/2007), 
7 May 2008

with funding provided by the British Medical Association which is
gratefully acknowledged

However, those responsible got away*, at least initially, because, of course, 
history is catching up with them and there are GB of information in the public 
domain

*The reason this was possible is that a police investigation was prevented

It is one of my déjà vu experiences in Australia and I will get back to that



Good
experience
as a postdoc 
when 
management 
did do what was
right

Harvard has
VERITAS
in its crest



Australian Association of University Professors 

www.professoriate.org

History of AAUP

Founded in November 2018

http://www.professoriate.org/


By uniting we stand, 
by dividing we fall!





Déjà vu



“When I see the hunted look in the 
eyes of my young academic 
colleagues at staff meetings, I thank 
God that my career started
earlier. Academic values and 
excellence are covered in a rising tide 
of manure.”

Professor John Hearn in 2017, former 
DVC Intl, USyd (with permission)











By uniting we stand, 
by dividing we fall!











The rest was mainly a matter of getting 
as many quality email addresses from 
the internet as possible (5,500; by hand)

The importance of an Australian 
academic IT infrastructure became very 
clear





2018 2019

2021

760 Professorial members
39 Australian Universities
83% Professors
16% Associate Professors
~1% Foreign members



The University of Sydney Page 27

Role of AAUP

(4) to provide consultation to Government and other groups of people (bodies, 
institutions, systems) that are in need of high quality information and advice, the 
latter based on best available evidence and ‘the unforced force of the better 
argument’, at the exclusion of external constraints such as power or money1; and to 
inform the general public when deemed appropriate; 

Objects	
of	Australian	Association	of	University	
Professors	Incorporated	(Association)	

3	The	objects	for	which	the	Association	is	established	
are:	

AAUP needs to stay above party politics
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Politics is the art of the possible

… and thus not necessarily based on 
principles

Otto von Bismarck 1815–98 

In conversation with Meyer von Waldeck, 11 August 1867



2018 2019

2021

760 Professorial members
39 Australian Universities
83% Professors
16% Associate Professors
~1% Foreign members



Academics have to align with 
factual truth and the best 

argument

and that is really ALL they 
should ever align with



Whistle-blowing is a societal
mechanism 

that is important for the
evolution of modern democracy



March 2023



A good university is 
about principle not 

money



Big picture



The global threat
to democracy

2021



Industrial Revolution 4.0, robotics 

Artificial Intelligence

Requires democratic control



The Brexit disaster



There is no alternative to democracy with all 
its weaknesses (e.g., Brexit,Trump, 
Johnson)
“ignorance and foolishness do not oppress in the 

same way that knowledge and wisdom do” (David 
Runciman)

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/may/01/why-replacing-politicians-with-
experts-is-a-reckless-idea

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/may/01/why-replacing-politicians-with-experts-is-a-reckless-idea


Politicians deserve more support
(Are we not all two questions away from    

ignorance?)

The professoriate is an underutilized 
resource for high quality information



AAUP in other countries



Déjà vu



We know of a number of submissions to the 
New South Wales Independent Commission 
Against Corruption (ICAC) by senior academics 
of the University of Sydney that were not 
investigated 

We will take this up with the new National 
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) as soon 
as this is feasible and we will keep the public 
informed about problems



Let’s work on 
better protections for

academics (whistleblowers)
to secure a better future

for (education) in this country



Academics as well as managers who do 
not uphold academic values and who do 
not follow academic principles do not 
deserve to be at a university

They must go

Let’s work on that together!



By uniting we stand, 
by dividing we fall!




