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17 Organized Professoriates (AAUP Chapters)
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Where most of the action is and decisions are made

AAUP Council

A resourceful democratic collective and also a superior 
intelligence, because several educated brains not only 

thinking of themselves can be far more productive than 
one, especially when working as citizens for the 

common good 

=> “Think tank with swarm intelligence”



Big picture



The global threat
to democracy

2021



Industrial Revolution 4.0, robotics 

Artificial Intelligence

Requires democratic control



There is no alternative to democracy with all 
its weaknesses (e.g., Brexit,Trump, 
Johnson)
“ignorance and foolishness do not oppress in the 

same way that knowledge and wisdom do” (David 
Runciman)

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/may/01/why-replacing-politicians-with-
experts-is-a-reckless-idea

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/may/01/why-replacing-politicians-with-experts-is-a-reckless-idea


Politicians deserve more support
(Are we not all two questions away from    

ignorance?)

The professoriate is an underutilized 
resource for high quality information



We need to deliver three things

Substance (facts, the best arguments)
Substance (facts, the best arguments)
Substance (facts, the best arguments)

And must not bend (like politicians)



Academic values such as honesty,
i.e., adherence to the truth,

are of key importance
And we need to uphold them



Academics have to align with 
factual truth and the best 

argument

and that is really ALL they 
should ever align with



But are academic 
principles objectively 

important?



Someone who does not take truth
seriously in small matters 
cannot be trusted in big ones
either



Einstein’s last written words, 1955

Albert Einstein Archives, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 



50 years earlier: special relativity 1905



Truth and justice are 
as constant

as the speed of light



Are academic principles objectively 
important?

YES!!!
Because they are fundamental and 

natural – the world does not 
function without them

=> A good university is about 
principles not money



Truth is beautiful



§ Beautiful things don't ask for attention

§ Good news travels fast

§ A good university does not need any 
marketing



In addition to universities, 
absurdities of the current funding 
system need to be addressed as 

well

Self promotion, advertising, 
”impact CVs” – the best 

scientists do not need nor do this
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Role of AAUP

(4) to provide consultation to Government and other groups of people (bodies, 
institutions, systems) that are in need of high quality information and advice, the 
latter based on best available evidence and ‘the unforced force of the better 
argument’, at the exclusion of external constraints such as power or money1; and to 
inform the general public when deemed appropriate; 

Objects	
of	Australian	Association	of	University	
Professors	Incorporated	(Association)	

3	The	objects	for	which	the	Association	is	established	
are:	

AAUP needs to stay above party politics
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Politics is the art of the possible

… and thus not necessarily based on 
principles

Otto von Bismarck 1815–98 

In conversation with Meyer von Waldeck, 11 August 1867



https://fineartamerica.com/featured/the-umbrella-di-fernandes.html

Umbrella
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AAUP

APU



Public Universities Australia

PUA
https://puau.org

19 October 2021 (AAUP APU CAPA)

https://puau.org/




§ Thanks to James Guthrie
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The VOICES of our Universities



Juxtaposition?
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AAUP

APU

Other organizations to be invited:



2018 2019

2021

760 Professorial members
39 Australian Universities
83% Professors
16% Associate Professors
~1% Foreign members



"One resists the invasion of armies; one does not 
resist the invasion of ideas” 
Victor Hugo

Source: https://quotepark.com/quotes/1149925-victor-hugo-there-is-nothing-more-powerful-than-an-idea-whose/

There is nothing more 
powerful than an idea whose 

time has come



What is a University?

What should a University be?



Students and their teachers,
professors in particular,

and all others who are required 
(management has to serve the 

academic mission)



A university is only as good as the 
community behind it 

The same applies to democracy

Laws and policies are pieces of paper 

What matters are the people that implement 
them!

What do you believe in? 
What are your principles?



Democratic societies depend on university 
autonomy 

Universities act as the conscience and voice of the 
communities and nations they serve (they are 
highly important critics and “crap detectors”)

Since universities are the most important protectors 
of democracy they are worth any money but 

authoritarian governments dislike them

After all it is much easier to rule over an uninformed 
and uneducated population



Let’s make Universities an election 
issue

The future of Australia is that of a 
knowledge society

Universities have never been more 
important



New model legislation is in preparation 

You are all invited to participate in writing it;
here is the PUA link: https://onlyo.co/3rzdkzq




