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“Advocacy with academia at the center. Always 
evidence-based approach.”

• Represent research and coursework students 

(domestic/international)

• Bi-partisan.

• Funded only through our membership (student 

associations)

What is CAPA?



“Everyone should have the freedom to access 
higher education and to conduct intellectual 
enquiry.”
• Academic Freedom

• Quality of Education

• Research Fund

• Equal opportunity

Since 1979

Values

Romana Begicivic and Karen Andrews, 2019



Alumni

Dr. Cathy Foley
Chief Scientist of Australia

Prof. Bronwyn Fredericks
PVC (Indigenous Engagement) –

University of Queensland

Dr. John Byron
Former Chief of Staff – For Sen. 

Kim Carr

Dr. Terri MacDonald
Director, Policy and Research - NTEU

Peter Derbyshire
Director, Policy and Government Relations - ATSE



Why we need PUA

CAPA’s 
Perspective



Reason 1: Our community need an platform separate from the 
voice of university bureaucracy.

Reason 2: Students need accessibility to engage in these 
conversations and develop a broader perspective.

‘You don’t know what you don’t know.’ 



On our campuses

1. Corporate interests prioritized over the pursuit of 
knowledge

2. Focused on technical skills but not critical thinking skills.

3. Students are losing the ability to think independently. 

Threat to democracy and what it means to be an academic

‘You don’t know what you don’t know.’



Raising awareness to students 

1. Being well informed and empowered to shape their own 
futures.

2. Have the most to gain, but also most to lose.

3. Need guidance and a broader perspective.



‘Our community need an platform separate from the voice of 
university bureaucracy.’



My perspective as CAPA’s Policy & Research 
Advisor.

‘Job Ready 
Graduates Bill’ 
- 2020

• Created more course positions at universities 
without increasing funding. 

Effectively a funding cut to university 
teaching

• Lower fees for STEM, but at the expense of 
HASS students

STEM vs HASS 

• Applied vs Fundamental research
• Research from Teaching staff
• Research students from Coursework students

Divide our community



‘JRG Public 
hearing’ - 2020



Minimal resistance by 

university bureaucrats. 

But, Why? 
Two part deal to the Job Ready Graduates:

1. The compromise – Reforms to student fees

2. Sweetheart deal 

• Research Commercialisation Bill and;

• One-off injection of 1 billion to the Research Support 

Program (2020) 

Outsider’s perspective:



“The voice of universities can no longer be monopolized 
by university bureaucrats.”



Long term vision: 

The beginning of a Global Consortium that can meet and discuss strategies 
to drive social change.

To protect higher learning in all countries for the sake of democracy and 
progression human society.



Thank you


